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Later accident investigations indicated                        

safety issues identified in 1980 were unresolved. 

In 1995, the Board published a second study and 

issued 23 new safety recommendations to the FAA, 

the NWS, and the State of Alaska on: 

 Weather observing and reporting 

 Airport inspections and condition reporting 

 Pilot flight, duty, and rest time 

 Visual and instrument flight rules 

 Needs of special aviation operations in Alaska 
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 Pilots had in-cockpit information on 

terrain, weather and air traffic. 

 PFD had real-time 3-D terrain modeling, airspeed, 

groundspeed, altitude, altitude above ground and other 

information. 

 A secondary display featured an aeronautical map with 

weather and air traffic information. 

 Incorporated Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS) 

capability. 

 Flight checked in a Cessna Seneca.  
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 Phase I: The FAA worked with industry (!) - it was 

the first time government equipment was installed 

in private aircraft.  Accidents decreased by 47 

percent. 

 Phase II: Offered to Southeast Alaska carriers free.  

Capstone partners include: AOPA, Alaska Airmen's 

Association, Alaskan Aviation Safety Foundation, 

Alaska Air Carriers Association, APA, UPS Aviation 

Technologies, Cargo Airline Association, UAA, MITRE 

Corporation, the Small Aircraft Manufacturing 

Association, AK DOT, Free Flight Incorporated, 

Chelton Flight Systems, and the US Air Force.  
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The Alaska Weather Camera System 

 Installed at 65 locations satellite-linked to the 

Internet. 

 Pilots can view real-time weather in the comfort 

of their office or home. 

 Helps make better decisions about when and 

where to fly. 

 Available to FSS specialists who use the 

information in pilot briefings.  
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Merrill Pass on a Clear Day 

Merrill Pass on 20 Oct at 1810Z 
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 Medallion Foundation was created  

by the Alaska Air Carriers Association 

in 2002. 

Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Medallion Foundation is to 

reduce aviation accidents in Alaska by fostering a 

new safety culture and by promoting higher safety 

standards through research, education, auditing 

and advocacy. 
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Medallion Program: 

 Safety 

 CFIT Avoidance 

 Operational Control 

 Maintenance and Ground 

 Internal Audit 

 Administers ASAP Program, and assists Part 135 

operators transitioning to Part 121.  
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 Focused on changing the culture and 

attitude of operators and pilots flying in Alaska.  

 Established stringent standards above the 

regulatory minimums for air carrier operation, 

training and maintenance. 

 Funded by a Congressional appropriation. 

 Carriers that attained Medallion Shield status 

could market themselves as special and appeal to 

customers with their safety record. 



30 



31 

 FAA approved single-engine 

airplanes for commercial, passenger 

flights under IFR. 

 The FAA and the State trained and equipped 

ground personnel (including maintenance) to 

provide near real-time information directly to pilots. 

 The FAA fully staffed its Alaskan Region airport 

certification office, and worked with the State to 

improve the inspection program for State airports. 

 The FAA implemented state-wide program to collect 

and disseminate information about Alaskan airport 

conditions provided by pilots and unofficial observers 

through the automated flight service station network. 



32 

 The goal of this joint effort was to reduce the 

number of aviation fatalities in Alaska by 50 

percent for the years 2000 through 2009, and to 

substantially reduce the number of aviation 

accidents and resultant deaths in the State. 

 Determined that over 90 percent of the accidents 

in Alaska are attributable to human factors and 

operational errors. 

 Acknowledged that the ultimate responsibility for 

a flight lies with the pilot, and a good educational 

program helps eliminate unwarranted risk-taking 

and human errors. 
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 Most commercial operators are dedicated to 

providing the public with the highest level of safety. 

But accident investigations show that: 

 There is often inadequate pilot training for the 

environment in which they fly. 

 Less than adequate management oversight. 

 A less than aggressive safety program or no 

safety program at all.  To decrease the 90 percent 

human error figure, the change must come from 

within industry. 
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