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A Note From the President 
 

Dear Members,  

 

   

On Friday March 1st, 2013, sequester cuts for fiscal 2013 were implemented. The Budget  

Control Act of 2011, along with the American Taxpayer Act of 2012, FAA and other agencies 

are required to reduce annual budgets 5% which equates to a 9% reduction in the final seven 

months of fiscal 2013. FAA now needs to reduce its operation budget 480 million and/or  

possibly more.  

 

In order to meet the above budget requirements, Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood  

announced FAA would close some control towers, (both FAA staffed and contracted), possibly 

furlough of some ATC Controllers, FAA personnel, and also reduce safety critical employees 

at our nations airports. These changes will effect daily operations for major airlines, freight 

operators, business aviation, and GA operators.  

 

Sequestration will not only slow air travel system wide for our traveling public, families, and friends, but also puts on hold 

many airspace modernization efforts within our NAS.   

 

Many have inquired to ADF and asked, ―What’s in store for ADF members and Aircraft Dispatchers in North America?‖ Most 

will see increased workload managing their daily operation, possible route availability issues, departure delays, arrival delays, 

increased NOTAMS, and long lines at many TSA security checkpoints while traveling.   

 

Like Pilots and ATC Controllers, Aircraft Dispatchers are resilient, resourceful, and cool under pressure! Given today’s  

volatile fuel prices and many companies desire to edge out the competition with any competitive advantage available, I have 

no doubt Aircraft Dispatchers will approach sequestration like they have done 24/7, 365 days a year while on shift, offering 

―The Best‖ in Safety, Security, and Professionalism!  

 

Be Safe in your operation and remember, it’s your certificate/license, don’t let distractions like sequestration get the better of 

you.  

 

Best Regards,  

 

Joe 

 

© 2013, Airline Dispatchers Federation, Inc.  All rights reserved.  

The Airline Dispatchers Federation is an all-volunteer organization representing the professional interests of its dispatcher 

members in North America and throughout the world. 



2 

March 5, 2013 Aviation Rulemaking Advisory Committee- 
 

By: Michelle Betcher Hill 

 

The Aviation Rulemaking Advisory Committee met at Federal Aviation Administration Headquarters in  

Washington D.C. on March 5, 2013. The meeting was called to order at 1:00PM by Mr. Elwell. Mr. Elwell stated 

that even with his transition to working for Airlines for America he will remain as chairman of ARAC. Ms Liu 

read the required Federal Advisory Committee Act Statement. Introductions were made of those attending. 

 

Mr. Desrosier confirmed that in the minutes from the December 6, 2012, meeting on page 10, paragraph 3, he 

requested using the verbiage ―among authorities‖ in the third sentence, this would make this statement more 

flowing. Also discussed was the delivery of the minutes of meetings.  It was concluded that from this meeting 

going forward, minutes will be delivered in a summarized format.  

 

Ms Liu discussed the Bylaws and they where voted on and approved.  

 

Mr. Bolt discussed the status reports from the Airman Testing Standards and Training Working Group 

(ATSTWG) (ARAC) and is moving forward rather quickly. Private Pilot, Instrument Rating, and Flight  

Instructor Rating, are looking into guidance, congruency, knowledge, and risk management based questions that 

will be added to the test bank questions. Future test will become more practical with route, understanding, and 

correlation questions asked in a tight integrated structure, with questions that must be pertinent to the licenses 

and subjects.   

 

Mr. Bolt stated the Flight Control Harmonization Working Group (FCHWG) (TAE), which is working on  

tasking questions, is looking into structures and systems stating they are six to nine months away from a report 

being ready to present to ARAC. 

 

Mr. Bolt stated that the Airworthiness Assurance Group (AAWG) (TAE), working on aircraft widespread fa-

tigue, that the Federal Aviation Administration and European Aviation Safety Agency groups need to come to an 

agreement and harmonization between the two groups needs to be attained. 

 

Mr. Bolt stated that the Engine Bird Ingestion Requirements Group revised taskings from the ARAC and have 

emailed the taskings and working on a new taskings group. 

 

Mr. Bolt stated that the Transport Airplane Performance and Handling Characteristics task group is in progress 

with all tasks being approved. 

 

Ms. Liu voted on and approved The ARAC Tasking Template, also stating that changes to the template can be 

made if needed. The Rulemaking Prioritization Group, using Prioritization stated by ARAC, should be in effect 

by September, with a Safety Risk Management Policy. 

 

 

Mr. Bolt stated that 14 CFR part 21- Engine Assembly Exemptions, that allow General Electric and Pratt & 

Whitney to install interface components or aircraft type design hardware on their engines during engine  

production and would like to see the rule changed so the exemptions are no longer needed.  The rule making  

process is in effect for this proposed rulemaking.  A petition for rulemaking has merit and is being considered. 

 

 

Mr. Craig Bolt discussed The Low Airspeed Alerting Tasking, It was discussed at December 6, 2012, ARAC 

meeting that clarification and more detailed information with clearer findings and recommendations was needed 

from the tasking group.  

 

Ms Liu stated the next ARAC meeting will be June 20, 2013. 
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ADF 2013 Symposium 

October 8-13, 2013 

Harrahs Las Vegas 

 
Government and Industry Speakers 

 

The Latest on NextGen 

 

See the Latest in Dispatch Technology 

 

Network with colleagues from throughout the Airline Dispatch Community.  

 

It’s FREE for ADF Members 

 

Harrahs ADF Room Rate is a low $60.00 per night 
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WSI Strategic Planning & Event Forecasting 

The Calm Before and During The Storm 

WSI provides several products for aviation stakeholders to navigate safely and efficiently through significant 

weather events.  WSI's Risk Outlook provides early insight up to five days in advance of weather events capable 

of having a significant impact on flight operations such as  recent hurricanes Irene and Sandy and winter storm 

Athena.   Within forty-eight hours of a weather event, a series of detailed planning outlooks are initiated and 

updated around the clock as the latest forecast information is received.  These planning outlooks, which include 

forecast graphics and station specific impact variables, are produced to assist decision makers in crafting an oper-

ational plan for the event.   

 

During Hurricane Irene, a WSI customer with a substantial portion of their fleet in Massachusetts was monitor-

ing government forecasts and planning to evacuate the fleet to upstate New York to avoid the storm. After con-

sulting with WSI Meteorologists and gaining confidence the storm would shift westward, they maintained the 

position of their fleet in Massachusetts, saving untold sums of money in wasted time, fuel, and schedule disrup-

tion, while also avoiding moving the fleet INTO harms ways. WSI Meteorologists are available 24x7 through the 

duration of the event to brief the latest forecast conditions and answer weather specific questions.  Within twenty 

four hours and throughout the storm, WSI meteorologists fine tune the forecast and issue TAFs for the affected 

locations. Below is an example of a winter planning outlook for a snow event in Chicago in February 2012. 
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Donny Pattullo - Eastern US, Caribbean, Latin America 
978-983-6616 dpattullo@wsi.com 
 
Rich Murry - Western US & Canada 
978-983-6520 rmurry@wsi.com  
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Winter Storm Forecast
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Forecaster: WSI

Forecast Discussion:  A deepening upper level trough will swing through Iowa into central Illinois by late in the day Thursday.  Initially precipitation may 

begin as rain before mixing with snow during the middle to late afternoon hours.  As upper level vertical motion strengthens and colder air wraps into the 

system, a period of moderate to at times heavy wet snow appears likley from early evening through the overnight hours.  Gusty northeast to northwest 

winds will accompany the snow.  Any deviation in forecast track of this system could greatly affect snowfall at the airport as only a narrow zone of heavy 

snow is forecast across northeastern Illinois.
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ADF  

Welcomes 

The Dispatchers of  

Southwest Airlines 

As NEW Members 

Of ADF! 
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March 12, 2013 

Contact: Laura J. Brown  

Phone: (202) 267-3455  

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) today approved the Boeing 

Commercial Airplane Company's certification plan 

for the redesigned 787 battery system, after thor-

oughly reviewing Boeing’s proposed modifications 

and the company’s plan to demonstrate that the  

system will meet FAA requirements. The certification plan is the first step in the process to evaluate the 787’s 

return to flight and requires Boeing to conduct extensive testing and analysis to demonstrate compliance with the 

applicable safety regulations and special conditions. 

―This comprehensive series of tests will show us whether the proposed battery improvements will work as  

designed,‖ said Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. ―We won’t allow the plane to return to service unless 

we’re satisfied that the new design ensures the safety of the aircraft and its passengers.‖ 

The battery system improvements include a redesign of the internal battery components to minimize initiation of a 

short circuit within the battery, better insulation of the cells and the addition of a new containment and venting 

system. 

―We are confident the plan we approved today includes all the right elements to conduct a comprehensive evalua-

tion of the battery system redesign,‖ said FAA Administrator Michael P. Huerta. ―Today’s announcement starts a 

testing process which will demonstrate whether the proposed fix will work as designed.‖ 

The certification plan requires a series of tests which must be passed before the 787 could return to service. The 

plan establishes specific pass/fail criteria, defines the parameters that should be measured, prescribes the test 

methodology and specifies the test setup and design. FAA engineers will be present for the testing and will be 

closely involved in all aspects of the process. 

The FAA also has approved limited test flights for two aircraft. These aircraft will have the prototype versions of 

the new containment system installed. The purpose of the flight tests will be to validate the aircraft instrumenta-

tion for the battery and battery enclosure testing in addition to product improvements for other systems. 

The FAA will approve the redesign only if the company successfully completes all required tests and analysis to 

demonstrate the new design complies with FAA requirements. The FAA’s January 16, 2013 airworthiness  

directive, which required operators to temporarily cease 787 operations, is still in effect, and the FAA is  

continuing its comprehensive review of the 787 design, production and manufacturing process. 
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Airmen Certification 

Airmen On-Line Services 

If this is your first time using Airmen Certification online services: 

Create an account 

Login to: 

 Change your address 

 Order a replacement certificate  <— Paper Dispatch Certificates expire this month 

 Remove SSN as certificate number 

 Request temporary authority to exercise certificate privileges 

 Request verification of certificate privileges 

 Get notices of FAA safety meetings via email. 

 

https://amsrvs.registry.faa.gov/amsrvs/ReqAcct.asp
https://amsrvs.registry.faa.gov/amsrvs/default.asp
https://amsrvs.registry.faa.gov/amsrvs/default.asp
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Early Flight Dispatch History: 
  

Click here to read more about the early history of our profession. 
 

 

http://www.dispatcher.org/early-dispatch-history
http://www.dispatcher.org/early-dispatch-history
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Airline Dispatchers Federation 

Newsletter 

2020 Pennsylvania Ave. NW #821 

Washington, DC  20006  

1-800-OPN-CNTL 
 

ADF News  
 

Editor:  Matt Berg 

MBerg@Dispatcher.org 

 
 

Website: Brandon Caple  

WebDude@Dispatcher.org 
 

Please send article  

contributions or comments 

to any of the above addresses. 

ADF Meeting Schedule 
 

2013 
 

Spring — Atlanta April 13th 

 Holiday Inn Airport North 

 ADF Rate $65.00 

 Discounted Parking $5.00 

 

Summer — San Francisco July 27th 

 

Fall Symposium—Harrahs Las Vegas 

 October 8-10, 2013 

 ADF Rate: $60.00 

 

ADF Leadership 

 
President: Joseph Miceli (United—CHI) 

   

Executive Vice President: John Schwoyer  

   (American Airlines) 

 

Treasurer: Mike Timpe (Horizon) 

 

Secretary: Patrick Boyle (United—IAH) 

 Historian / Librarian 

 

VP of Industry Relations: Gene Kim  

   (Air Tran/Southwest) 

  

VP of International Relations:  

 Matt Berg (United— IAH) 

 Newsletter / Symposium Coordinator 

  

VP of Information Technologies: 

 Brandon Caple (United—IAH) 

 

VP of Aviation Rule Making: Norm Joseph (Delta) 

 

VP of Membership:  

 Debbie Kowalewski (United—CHI) 

 

VP of Corporate/Industry Alliances. 

 Catherine Jackson (Southwest)  

 Sponsorships 

 

Jumpseat Issues: Phil Brooks (United—CHI) 

 

Publications / Media: Vacant 

 

 

WANTED! 

Newsletter Articles 
Newsletter@Dispatcher.org 


